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GCS Children and Teachers Visit the State House to
Celebrate “Peace” With Governor Baker

should learn peace from the children, the next

An abundance of articles have been written, and studies have been

conducted, demonstrating the numerous benefits of a quality early

childhood education. It is true that a solid preschool experience

prepares a young child for success during their school years and also

later in their chosen profession. Groton Community School has

shown this time and again during its more than 70-year history in our

community. What GCS really excels at, and what sets this preschool

apart from others, is its dedication and focus on encouraging the

children who enter its door to be kind and caring citizens.

One of the hallmarks of this philosophy, on
which the school was founded, is the emphasis
on the theme of “Peace” throughout the
curriculum. Children sing about peace, read
stories that promote peace, talk about what
peace means to them, and even have an annual

rededication of the school’s Peace Pole.

This year the children in the Aqua Room did
something truly special to promote the concept
of “Peace”. The children dictated and illustrated
an original Peace Book. Their ideas --- including
a new baby sister, butterflies and stars, the
ocean, reading, and dinner with families ---
were then designed and crafted into a beautiful
quilt by GCS friend and Master Quilter Milly

Cunningham. Milly’s incredible artistry and

quilting expertise provides a “window” on the

children’s visions for Peace.

On June 29, two dozen Aqua Room children
with their families and teachers, and of course
their good friend Milly and her family, visited
the State House and received a warm welcome
from Governor Baker, Lt. Governor Polito, and

their staff on the Grand Staircase.

Jennie Fitzkee read their Peace Book to those in
attendance, the book written by the children in

her classroom that inspired this beautiful quilt.

When it was Gov. Baker’s turn at the podium,
he noted that the quilt was a good reminder of
how children always have peace within them

naturally, and that they are taught to hate. “We

generation,” Gov. Baker stated.

We are so grateful to the Governor’s office

for being so welcoming and gracious, and to
Milly for her friendship with and dedication to
the children. Groton Community School is
very proud of the Aqua Room Class, and their
teachers, for helping to spread the message of
teaching Peace that we hold so dear. The Peace
Quilt will now hang in the Massachusetts State

House for six months.

Your gift to the Groton Community School
Annual Fund, each year, makes experiences
like these possible for the many young children
that GCS serves. Thank you for helping us
to develop the next generation of kind, caring
citizens, committed to spreading peace in our
community and in our world. We couldn’t do it

without you!

With gratitude,

Findi

Linda Kosinski, Director

Groton Community School



GCS Annual Report Donor List - By Gift Club

1930s Circle* $10,000+
Steve and Nancy Webber™*+

Leaders® $5,000+
Scott and Deborah MacDonald*+

Partners® $2500+
David Moulton*+

Albert Stone*+

David and Pamela Stone*+

Associates® $1000+

Anonymous*

John and Diane Amaral*
Randall and Kathleen Barron*+
Christine Cline*+

James and Kathleen Joyce*+
Scott and Betsy Kehoe*

Steven and Jennifer Stone*+
David and Nancy Wilder*+

President’s Circle $500+
Bemis Associates Inc.

Larry and Shelley Grove
Stephen and Miriam Helfgott
Steve and Marie Lane

Ray Murphy and Beth Lindstrom
Peter and Andrea Myette

John and Janet O’Brien

Andrei Peters and Fay Raynor
Steven and Cindy Rizzo

Benefactor’s Circle $250+
Jim and Nancy Beckwith

Brush and Anne Bradley

Peter and Lisa Gervais

Thomas and Christine Horsman
Tim Luca

David and Kristyn Maclnnis
Dean and Natalie Marsh

Earl and Kerry McKennon
Chuck McKinney+

Geoffrey and Stacie Moeser
Rob and Laura Moore+

Jon and Lorrie Morgan+
Anthony and Josephine Rizzolo
John and Sondi Stanton

Gerard and Linda Tarpey

Scott and Trisha Winroth

*Members of the Adelaide Luca Giving Society

+ Have given to AF 5 consecutive years

Red & Blue Circle $100+
Matt Arner and Mini Singh-Arner+
James and Sarah Belcher+

Alfred and Ashley Bergin

Tom and Linda Burke

John and Lisa Conner+

Michael and Christina Coppola
Andy and Barbara Crampton
Michael and Rachel Culley
Steven and Kerry Cusick+

Steve and Jennie Fitzkee

Jarred and Amanda Gagnon
Ralph and Kathy Giles+

Greg and Cynthia Premru

Scott and Donna Haggerty

Robert and Donna Halloran+

Eric and Lori Healy

Matthew and Jennifer Hicks
Linda Hoffman

Calvin Hung and Mella Choy
Steve Kalter and Lisa Stafford+
Linda Kosinski+

Joshua and Amy Kritzer+

Brett Laidlaw and Heather Spinney-Laidlaw
Anna MacDonald+

Christopher MacDonald+

Daniel MacDonald+

Edward and Melissa Manzi, Jr.
Cynthia Maxwell

Mark Haman and Lee Muir-Haman
Patrick and Melissa McAdams
Agnes McKinney

Katy Niose

Raj and Priya Palakkal

Eric and Catherine Pauly

Ronald and Evann Peck

William and Bridget Pudans

Paul and Hannah Pugh

David and Karen Riggert

Kelly and Susan Roberts

Bard and Cindy Salmon

Stuart Schulman and Susan Randazzo
James and Judy Seidewand

Mike and Kerry Shyjan

Scott and Tamara Swain

The Feingold Companies

Alfred and Kristen von Campe+
Edward and Jessica Wenzell

Doug and Hanna Woodbury

Friend’s Circle up to $99
George and Denielle Babey
Dave and Patty Barr
Michael and Amanda Barry
Dean and Shannon Baxevanis
George and Marie Bearer
James and Linda Belcher
Ruth Bruneau

Michael Burgess and Shagufta Rahman
Michael and Jennifer Burke
Melissa Cannavino

Gloria Carlberg

Michael and Kerry Castorano
Jeremy and Erin Chapman
Wesley Cline

Lindsay Connolly

Ed and Donna Cornellier
Andrew and Melissa Dewing
James and Christine Doherty
Richard and Annette Dorff

Matt and Kate Ferriola

William and Tracy Gerner

Chris Gorycki

Christopher and Christiane Gorycki+
Taylor Gorycki

David and Jennifer Greenwood
Joseph and Tracy Guth

William and Patty Hammond
David Hart and Melissa Ackerman
Peter and Kelli Hnath

Dan and Sandy Irvin

James Keydel and Karen Papineau
Joshua Kosinski

Ryan Kosinski

Laurence and Cheryl Licktieg
Rev. Harold and Margaret Lloyd+
Peter and Claire Macy

Peter and Terri Martin

Ned and Mary Mitchell+

George and Peggy Moore

Paul and Inga Nuccio

Paul and Cathy Olson

John and Marcia Pauly

Mike and Debbie Penney

Dan and Katie Quinn

Elizabeth Reeves

Michael and Martha Resch

David and Kelly Rowe

Bonnie Stanton

Marion Stoddart

Katy Sutton-Brown

Bill and Cheryl Townsend

Luke and Jessica Williams+

Paul and Claire Zukauskas



GCS Annual Report - Affiliations

Alumni/ae

Wesley Cline

Chris Gorycki

Taylor Gorycki

Joshua Kosinski

Ryan Kosinski

Anna MacDonald
Christopher MacDonald
Daniel MacDonald

Scott and Deborah* MacDonald
Elizabeth Reeves

Steve* and Nancy Webber

Board of Directors

Dean and Shannon* Baxevanis

James and Sarah* Belcher

Michael Burgess and Shagufta* Rahman
Michael and Jennifer* Burke

Jeremy* and Erin Chapman

Matt and Kate* Ferriola

David and Jennifer* Greenwood

Brett Laidlaw and Heather* Spinney-Laidlaw
David and Kristyn* Maclnnis

Eric and Catherine* Pauly

Dan* and Katie Quinn

Scott and Trisha* Winroth

Board of Directors - Past
Matt Arner and Mini* Singh-Arner
George and Marie* Bearer

Melissa Cannavino

Christine Cline

John and Lisa* Conner

Andy and Barbara* Crampton
Michael and Rachel* Culley
Steven and Kerry* Cusick
Christopher* and Christiane Gorycki
Eric and Lori* Healy

Scott and Betsy* Kehoe

James Keydel* and Karen Papineau
Laurence and Cheryl* Licktieg
Peter* and Claire Macy

Dean and Natalie* Marsh

Cynthia Maxwell

Chuck McKinney

Ned and Mary* Mitchell

Geoffrey and Stacie* Moeser

Jon and Lorrie* Morgan

Ray Murphy and Beth* Lindstrom
Agnes McKinney

Peter* and Andrea Myette

Paul and Cathy* Olson

Paul and Hannah* Pugh

David and Karen* Riggert

Kelly and Susan* Roberts
David and Kelly* Rowe

John* and Sondi Stanton
David and Nancy* Wilder

Luke and Jessica* Williams

Families - Current
George and Denielle Babey
Michael and Amanda Barry
Dean and Shannon Baxevanis
George and Marie Bearer

Jim and Nancy Beckwith
Michael Burgess and Shagufta Rahman
Michael and Kerry Castorano
Jeremy and Erin Chapman
Michael and Rachel Culley
Andrew and Melissa Dewing
Matt and Kate Ferriola

Jarred and Amanda Gagnon
Scott and Donna Haggerty
David Hart and Melissa Ackerman
James and Kathleen Joyce
David and Kristyn Maclnnis
Patrick and Melissa McAdams
Andrei Peters and Fay Raynor
Dan and Katie Quinn

Mike and Kerry Shyjan

Scott and Trisha Winroth
Paul and Claire Zukauskas

Families - Past

Matt Arner and Mini Singh-Arner
Randall and Kathleen Barron
James and Sarah Belcher
Alfred and Ashley Bergin
Brush and Anne Bradley
Michael and Jennifer Burke
Melissa Cannavino

Christine Cline

John and Lisa Conner

Michael and Christina Coppola
Andy and Barbara Crampton
Steven and Kerry Cusick
Richard and Annette Dorff
Steve and Jennie Fitzkee

Peter and Lisa Gervais

Ralph and Kathy Giles
Christopher and Christiane Gorycki
David and Jennifer Greenwood
Greg and Cynthia Premru
Larry and Shelley Grove
Joseph and Tracy Guth

Eric and Lori Healy

Matthew and Jennifer Hicks
Peter and Kelli Hnath

Linda Hoffman

Thomas and Christine Horsman
Calvin Hung and Mella Choy
Steve Kalter and Lisa Stafford
Scott and Betsy Kehoe

James Keydel and Karen Papineau
Linda Kosinski

Joshua and Amy Kritzer

Brett Laidlaw and Heather Spinney-Laidlaw
Steve and Marie Lane

Laurence and Cheryl Licktieg
Scott and Deborah MacDonald
Peter and Claire Macy

Edward and Melissa Manzi, Jr.
Mark Haman and Lee Muir-Haman
Dean and Natalie Marsh
Cynthia Maxwell

Earl and Kerry McKennon
Agnes McKinney

Chuck McKinney

Ned and Mary Mitchell
Geoffrey and Stacie Moeser
George and Peggy Moore

Rob and Laura Moore

Jon and Lorrie Morgan

Ray Murphy and Beth Lindstrom
Peter and Andrea Myette

Paul and Cathy Olson

Raj and Priya Palakkal

Eric and Catherine Pauly
Ronald and Evann Peck
William and Bridget Pudans
Paul and Hannah Pugh

Michael and Martha Resch
David and Karen Riggert
Steven and Cindy Rizzo
Anthony and Josephine Rizzolo
Kelly and Susan Roberts

David and Kelly Rowe
Anonymous

Stuart Schulman and Susan Randazzo
James and Judy Seidewand
Bonnie Stanton

John and Sondi Stanton

Albert Stone

David and Pamela Stone
Steven and Jennifer Stone

Scott and Tamara Swain

Bill and Cheryl Townsend
Alfred and Kristen von Campe
Edward and Jessica Wenzell
David and Nancy Wilder

Luke and Jessica Williams

Doug and Hanna Woodbury



Friends

Bemis Associates Inc.

Gloria Carlberg

Stephen and Miriam Helfgott
Tim Luca

Marion Stoddart

Gerard and Linda Tarpey
The Feingold Companies

Grandparents

James and Linda Belcher
Tom and Linda Burke

Ed and Donna Cornellier
Andy and Barbara Crampton
Robert and Donna Halloran
Peter and Andrea Myette
John and Janet O’Brien
John and Marcia Pauly
Elizabeth Reeves

James and Judy Seidewand
Albert Stone

Matching Gifts
FM Global Foundation
Oracle Corporation (2)

Staff

Dave and Patty* Barr

Ruth Bruneau

Lindsay Connolly

James and Christine* Doherty
Steve and Jennie* Fitzkee
William and Tracy* Gerner
Larry and Shelley* Grove
William and Patty* Hammond
Dan and Sandy* Irvin

Steve Kalter and Lisa* Stafford
Linda Kosinski

Peter and Terri* Martin

Jon and Lorrie* Morgan

Katy Niose

Paul and Inga* Nuccio

Mike and Debbie* Penney

Bonnie Stanton
Katy Sutton-Brown

Past Staff

Andy and Barbara* Crampton
Greg and Cynthia* Premru
Peter and Claire* Macy

Peter and Andrea* Myette

Trustees

John* and Diane Amaral
Randall* and Kathleen Barron
Christine Cline

John* and Lisa Conner

Scott and Betsy* Kehoe
Steve* and Marie Lane

Scott and Deborah®* MacDonald
Rob* and Laura Moore

David Moulton

Peter* and Andrea Myette
Bard* and Cindy Salmon
Steve* and Nancy Webber

Help Me Understand the Difference between
the Annual Fund and Capital Campaign

Groton Community School has just
wrapped up its fifth successful year of the
GCS Annual Fund, with more than 140
donors recognized in this issue. Over this
five-year period, GCS has raised approxi-
mately $220,000 from generous people like

you. For this, we are tremendously grateful!

You most likely have also heard talk in
recent months about the Forward Motion
Campaign for Groton Community School.
Forward Motion is a comprehensive
campaign with a building renovation and
expansion project as well as the develop-
ment of special funds to secure the future of

our school.

Many people wonder what the difference
between the Annual Fund and Capital
Campaign is, and why we ask you to give
to both. Others wonder, which is more

important?

An Annual Fund is money raised for the
current year’s expenses, like teacher salaries,
operation costs, and financial aid. These

dollars make up the difference between

tuition and what it actually costs to provide
the exceptional first school experience that
GCS delivers. Annual Fund gifts provide

recurring, reliable income that supports the

day-to-day needs of our non-profit school.

Capital Campaigns are special, intensive
fundraising efforts directed at achieving a
specific goal within a specified period. Cap-
ital Campaigns raise funds for new facilities
and renovations, as well as longer-term
investments in the school. Some Capital
Campaigns include the creation of en-
dowed funds. Capital Campaigns are larger,
with gifts often ranging from 10x to 100x
greater than those for an Annual Fund.
Because of this, there is the opportunity to
pay over a few years, typically three to five
years. While Annual Fund gifts usually
come from a donor’s income, Capital gifts

may also come from a donor’s assets.

We ask that you continue to give to the
GCS Annual Fund during the Forward
Motion Capital Campaign. While we ren-
ovate and grow our facility and plan for our

future, we still need to deliver an excellent

early childhood education each and every
day. Capital Campaign gifts will help us
grow, and Annual Fund gifts will help us
continue doing what GCS does best!

For more information, please visit
www.grotoncommunityschool.org/annual-fund
to learn more about the GCS Annual Fund
or www.gcsforwardmotion.org to be in the
know about our Forward Motion Campaign.
Thank you for your interest in and support

for Groton Community School in every way!




110 Boston Road, Route 119
Groton, MA 01450

Generous Community Members Donate $60,000 to GCS Annual Fund

Groton Community School gratefully
acknowledges our Annual Fund donors in
this special issue of our Soaring newsletter.
Their commitment to GCS helps provide
an unparalleled first school experience to
the children in our community. Over the
past five years, the Annual Fund has grown
from 60 donors and $20,000 in its first year,
to over 140 donors and $60,000 this past

year!

Those donors who give year-after-year are
critical to the growth and sustainability

of the Annual Fund. We are fortunate to
have 30 families who have given for five
consecutive fiscal years (2013-2017) and we
are so thankful for their continued support.
These families are indicated with a + sym-

bol on our donor honor roll.

GCS would especially like to recognize the
members of the Adelaide Luca Giving So-
ciety. Named for one of the first directors
of GCS, Adelaide Torrey Luca (or “Miss
Adelaide” as she was affectionately known),
the Society distinguishes those generous
friends of the school who have contributed
$1,000 or more to the 2017 Annual Fund.
Members are indicated with a * symbol on

our donor honor roll.

Know that each and every gift made to the
GCS Annual Fund directly benefits the
children of our school. YOUR donation,
no matter the size, makes a real difference.

We sincerely THANK YOU!




